
Anointing of the Sick

There are times in our life of suffering and loss.  The moments in our life that can be especially difficult are when we are sick and when we are dying.  Our sin, our sickness, our wounds cry out for redemption.  Sometimes it can seem that God is not there, that He is not hearing our prayers--that He has forgotten and forsaken us.

· CCC - Illness can lead to anguish, self-absorption, despair, and revolt against God.  

By the mystery of the Incarnation, and the institution of the Sacrament of anointing, God assures us of his love and mercy.  God sends us a Redeemer.  In Christ, God assumes a human nature like ours that is capable of suffering and dying, and therefore makes our suffering and death his own--and uses suffering and death to bring about our redemption.

· Homily of St. Chrysostom in the memorial of the Blessed Virgin: A virgin, a tree, and death.  

How often we see Jesus with the sick and dying, healing them and giving them comfort.  In the Sacrament of Anointing God continues to manifests His presence and help in a concrete, visible way that gives us the comfort and assurance of his presence and help.

Christ - the Divine Physician.  

Some of the prophecies of the OT speak of a time of healing, where sickness and suffering will be no more--sometimes linked with the coming of the Messiah (e.g. Isaiah 65:17-21).  Christ’s compassion and healing of the sick are signs that the Kingdom of God has drawn near.  For God’s people, sickness was linked to sin and evil.  Christ heals both--He heals the whole person: which is the goal of the whole Sacramental life of the Church.

· Paralytic - “Your sins are forgiven.”  Mt 9

Anointing was instituted by Christ.  In the Gospel it say that Jesus sent out his disciples to proclaim the Gospel, to cast out demons, and to heal the sick--and it says in one account that “they anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them” Mk 6:12-13.  And we know that this practice continued in the Church by what we find in the Letter of St. James: “If there is anyone who is sick among you, let them send for the priests of the Church . . .” James 5:14-15.

· Another way Christ is Sacramentally present through the priest

Purpose of the Sacrament:

· To commend and unite the sick person to the suffering & glorified Lord
· To encourage them to use there suffering for the good of the Church, by united themselves to the passion and death of Christ.
· To aid us in the experience of illness, suffering, and dying--where we experience our powerlessness, limitations, and our mortality.
· Effects of Original sin - Original Justice: 3 fold harmony, and 4 preternatural gifts: infused knowledge / integrity / impassibility (lack of suffering) / immortality (the capacity not to die).

· Not moral evils, but caused by the moral evil of original sin.

· Death was never meant to happen--it was never part of God’s desire for us--as SS tells us, it entered the world through the cunning of the devil.

· Christ weeping with Martha and Mary, weeping before the tomb of Lazarus

· By dying he destroyed our death, by rising he restored our life.  By taking away sin he removes the sting in death, and give promise and hope.
· Good News - God brings good out of evil: illness and suffering can be a means of conversion and growth, a path of apostolic prayer and labor for the good of the Church.
Effects of the Sacrament

· The grace of the Holy Spirit, who gives strength, peace and courage to resist temptations to discouragement and despair, and to renew their faith and trust in God.  Assisting them in the healing of the soul, and the body if God wills.
· Union w/ the passion of Christ - suffering acquires a new meaning, a way for us to participate in the saving work of Christ.

· St. Paul Col 1:24 - “I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s sufferings for the sake of his body, the Church.”
· An Ecclesial grace - to work with Christ for the sanctification and good of the Church, and the conversion of souls.

· E.g. Kathy Gust
· Prepares one for the final departure--the end of our earthly pilgrimage.  It completes our conformity to the death and resurrection of Christ.

· Death opens the door to eternal life: the sacraments prepare us for this moment, removing any obstacles, renewing our faith and hope in the promises of Christ.

· What happened to Christ, will happen to us--importance of taking care of our union w/ Christ.

· Viaticum: “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.


